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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

More roadblocks on judicial trail

Judge rules in favor of plaintiffs; refuses to “stay” reform law until high court review

TGl here is new
Ly activity  as
g ISMS contin-

: ues the journey to
| preserve  critical
| medical liability re-
forms in Illinois.
~ | On March 10, Cook
County Court
Judge Diane Larsen
B ruled against ISMS’
request for a delay
£, : @ in  enforcement
(known as a “stay” in legal terms) of her
order declaring the law unconstitutional.
This signals the circuit court’s unwilling-
ness to keep the law in place, even tem-
porarily, until high court review. While
this adverse decision technically affects
only the individual lawsuit to which it
pertains, it may be considered a precedent

by some Chicago-area civil courts.

The deadline for legal briefs on the con-
stitutional case is set for the first part of
June. ISMS and ISMIE Mutual will be fil-
ing briefs, to which the plaintiff will re-
spond. ISMS will then have two weeks to
prepare its rebuttal. The entire briefing
process could last from two to three
months, from start to finish.

On the educational front, ISMS and
ISMIE Mutual are producing a series of
radio ads to air around the state. Their
purpose is to heighten public awareness
on the important issue of medical liability
and its potential consequences for patient
access to medical care.

Visit www.realitymedicine.com to hear
these ads or for more information, includ-
ing news releases, posters, or a copy of the
Reality Medicine issue booklet.

We will continue to provide updates.

Sincerely,

o
Q%j Blad M.
Saroja Bharati, MD
President, Chicago Medical Society

Source: ISMS and ISMIE Mutual’s Reality Medicine




MIDWEST CLINICAL CONFERENCE 2008

A cornucopia of timely CME offerings draws praise from participants

THE LATEST SCIENTIFIC AND CLINICAL AD-
vances in medicine were on display this March at
CMS’ Annual Midwest Clinical Conference in Oak
Brook.

Experts from Chicago’s leading teaching in-
stitutions led sessions on robotic assisted
surgery, diabetes, hypertension, coronary heart
disease, and women’s health. They educated
your colleagues on psychiatry for primary care,
cancer in adults, telemedicine and humanitarian
relief, organ transplantation, and stem cell
transplantation.

On the business side, MCC offered courses on
pay-for-performance, Medicare 2008, contract ne-
gotiations, and OSHA 2008. Other sessions dealt
with end-of-life care and the physician/patient
relationship.

Daniel Yohanna, MD, (left) and Shastri Swami-
nathan, MD, ISMS president-elect, lead the ses-
sion “Psychiatry Update for Primary Care.”
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& | Dr. Bharati bestows honorary CMS
: membership status on Nobel Prize Assistant Surgeon General
U.S. Congressman Danny K. Davis, PhD. winner Louis Ignarro, PhD.

James M. Galloway, MD.

Nearly 200 attended the three-day educational
and networking event held March 27-29.

The line-up of distinguished keynote speakers,
introduced by CMS President Saroja Bharati, MD,
included Nobel Laureate Louis Ignarro, PhD; As-
sistant Surgeon General James M. Galloway, MD;
ISMS President Rodney Osborn, MD; and Illinois
Congressman Danny K. Davis, PhD.

CMS honored pediatrician Rabi E Sulayman, MD,
of Advocate Hope Children’s Hospital, with its An-
nual Public Service Award. Dr. Sulayman is credited
with single-handedly “developing, planning and
bringing people together to create a new” children’s
hospital 10 years ago. (The spring issue of Chicago
Medicine will feature an article on Dr. Sulayman.)

Altogether, MCC 2008 offered more than 30 cours-
es, providing attendees with up to 20 CME credits.

-

, Negotiating Physician
Employment
Agreements

Terrell J. Isselhard, J.D.

Chun. & Ts

Attorney Terrell J. Isselhard gives insight into “ Nego-
tiating Physician Employment Agreements.”

=
——_—

(continued on page 4)
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ILLINOIS MEDICAL LAWSUIT REFORM

AFTER TWO YEARS OF

HEALING

TRIAL LAWYERS WANT
TO REOPEN THE

WOUNDS.

Imagine being setiously injured in an accident. You teceive prompt,
professional medical treatment that saves your life. Then, just as you're
on the brink of recovery, that treatment is taken away.

1A
!

|
/

Prior to 2005, when medical lawsuit reforms became Illinois law, out-of-control
liability premiums and jury awards had seriously injured our state’s health care
system. This forced many doctors to cut back services, leave Illinois, or retire
L'.ﬂr’}’. ThL' i't.‘.sll][? Mﬂﬂ)’ Pﬂti!_'nts C(Tl.llcl not access EE'K_' canre thL‘y dCSPL'thI}' nCUdL'd.

Sincc tl'!l: rL'&.}'I'I'I'IS werc CI'IﬂCtL'd, \'\"L“\"L‘ bcglll‘l a ﬂCﬂr-n1iI'ﬂC|JI(')llS rcco\?cry.

We've stemmed the flow of doctors leaving the state, assuring greater access to
care for patients. We've reduced siiymckcting medical Iiability premiums that are
ultimately passed on to employers, workers and their families in higher health
insurance costs. In short, we've started to mend a medical iiability system that
was on the brink of collapse.

Now, trial lawyers want to overturn this fair, sensible—and necessary—reform
and take us back to the dark days of excessive jury awards, higher medical liabilicy
premiums, escalating health care costs, and reduced access to care for patients.

Dont let trial lawyets destroy the progress we've made on medical lawsuit
reform. Let's continue working to close the wounds, provide patients with

AM A the care they desetve, and keep physicians in Illinois.
AMERICAN
RO FOR MORE INFO, VISIT WWW.REALITYMEDICINE.COM.
- Teap DOcToRs

© 2008 ingis State Medical Socisty g Llinos




MCC (continued)

ISMS President Rodney C. Osborn, MD, spoke on “Allied Health Profes-

Kelly E. Guglielmi, MD, course

sionals: Scope of Practice Changes.” CMS President Saroja Bharati, MD, dijrector, on Clinical Updates in

served as course director and moderator.

CHAMP: Building a Healthier Chicago

Whether working with individuals or large enti-
ties, cardiologist and keynote speaker, James Gal-
loway, MD, is on a mission to improve the nation’s
public health. Appointed by the U.S. Assistant
Secretary of Health and Science (Joxel Garcia, MD,
MBA) to boost prevention efforts in Chicago, Dr.
Galloway brings to the job a background in the
U.S. Public Health Service and 23 years’ experience
working with Native Americans.

Speaking before the MCC opening breakfast
session on March 27, the Regional Health Admin-
istrator and Assistant Surgeon General described
his role as “building synergies among public
health organizations.” He said he is currently
spearheading “Building a Healthier Chicago,” a

Hypertension.

community-wide collaboration involving CMS,
AMA, the Chicago Department of Public Health,
and many others, in a partnership that will be
replicated nationwide.

An important early step of the program will be
capturing data for study.

“We will be gathering anthropometric informa-
tion and BP, and in some cases other parameters as
well, such as lipids, Alc, etc., on a longitudinal
basis from numerous sources, attempting to cap-
ture a broad representation of our city popula-
tion,” he explained.

Each organization will promote, track and rein-
force each others’ efforts in prevention activities,
according to Dr. Galloway, who says change must
be made at the environmental, system and policy

(continued on page 5)
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MCC (continued)

levels. He
| cited  the
| dearth  of
| fresh  pro-
duce in
| poor neigh-
|borhoods,
| the resi-
| dents” lack
|| of access to
‘| education,
and the low
. - | reimburse-
Dr. Bharati presents Rabi F. Sulayman, ments to
MD, of Advocate Hope Children’s Hos- physicians.
pital, with the CMS Annual Public Ser-  With rates
vice Award. for Obesity]
diabetes and high blood pressure on the rise (28%
of adult Chicagoans have been told their blood
pressure is high), the need for intervention has
never been greater.

What can doctors do? Dr. Galloway recom-
mends they “advocate on their patients’ behalf,
promote good work, share their talents, distribute
information, and join CHAMP (Community
HeAlth Mobilization Program).” The program is
building a presence in schools, having lobbied
against junk food in vending machines and
arranged public health screenings.

Doctors can join CHAMP /Building a Healthier
Chicago by volunteering to assist in planning and
implementation, mentoring, speaking at commu-
nity and professional events, placing materials in
their waiting rooms and directly referring patients
to activities.

Look for more details on the CHAMP program
in coming months.

Nobel Laureate describes body’s natural

anti-aging molecule

Keynote speaker Louis Ignarro, PhD, was awarded
the 1998 Nobel Prize in Medicine for discovering
that nitric oxide (NO), an organically produced
signaling molecule, helps control blood flow to
every part of the body.

While his work was instrumental in the devel-
opment of Viagra, it also revolutionized the sci-
ence of arterial aging. NO is now considered the
body’s natural internal medicine for cardiovascu-
lar health.

By relaxing and enlarging blood vessels, NO
regulates blood pressure, prevents blood clots and
protects against the accumulation of vascular
plaque. It further improves the function of cells
lining the blood vessels of the body, including
those in the heart. And there’s a lot people can do
to enhance it, states Dr. Ignarro. Exercise stimu-
lates NO production in the arteries; in athletes
there is well-defined chronic NO production, he
says.

Inspired by these findings, Dr. Ignarro changed
his own lifestyle, running his first marathon four
years ago, at age 62. Since then he has competed
in 12 more.

Dr. Ignarro is the Jerome J. Belzer, MD, Distin-
guished Professor of Pharmacology at UCLA
School of Medicine.

CMS bestowed honorary membership status
upon Dr. Ignarro for his outstanding contributions
to the advancement of medicine.

Scope of practice changes and concerns
Analyzing how scope of practice changes will af-
fect physicians and hospitals was the subject of an
interactive session led by ISMS President Rodney
C. Osborn, MD. Teaming up with Legal Counsel
Robert John Kane, Dr. Osborn focused on ad-
vanced practice registered nurses (APNs), physi-
cian assistants (PAs), and pharmacists. He distin-
guished between APN and PA hospital practice
while identifying key medical staff issues (See ar-
ticle in the winter issue of Chicago Medicine maga-
zine.) ISMS is developing model medical staff by-
laws provisions for its membership, Dr. Osborn re-
ported. He also highlighted the widely expanded
scope of practice for pharmacists, which includes
the new responsibility of medication therapy man-
agement. At the session’s end, Dr. Osborn stressed
the importance of building relationships with pa-
tients and encouraging them to share details of
their medical histories and medications with
physicians. Patients, he said, need to seek regular
preventive care from a physician and keep in mind
that pharmacy personnel have varying levels of
education.

For Health Care: It’s the Best

of Times, Worst of Times
U.S. Congressman Danny K. Davis’ district in-

(continued on page 6)
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MCC (continued)

cludes 21 hospitals, with more hospital beds than
any congressional district in the country.

“But one can go a mile from the medical center
and see the most dire health needs in North Amer-
ica,” Rep. Davis told doctors during his MCC
keynote address.

These disparities exist because the United
States, the most technologically proficient country
on earth, does not put enough resources into the
health-care system.

“We can’t say everyone should have access to
doctors but we're going to cut Medicaid and
Medicare,” Rep. Davis explained, noting that
when people don’t feel well, they can’t be produc-
tive members of society.

Doctors, he believes, are looking for new ways
to influence public policy.

“Wherever the most money goes, that’s what
influences decisions.”

Rep. Davis says he strongly favors change. “We
have the greatest budget deficit in history. For the
first time, today’s children can’t project they’ll be
better off than their parents.”

But Rep. Davis ended on a hopeful note.

When challenged, this country has always con-
nected to something within, and found the inner
strength to pull through the worst of times, he said.

CMS congratulated Rep. Davis for his sponsor-
ship of the Second Chance Act, which both the
House and Senate have passed. As of press time,
the bill was on its way to the president to be signed
into law. The legislation will provide transitional
assistance to assist ex-offenders in coping with the
challenges of reentry.

(continued on page 7)
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MCC (continued)

Our thanks to special sponsors, exhibitors

MCC Special Sponsors

IN APPRECIATION OF THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT
of the Midwest Clinical Conference, CMS gives a
special thanks to ISMIE Mutual Insurance for
being this year’s Diamond Level Sponsor; to Na-
tional City Bank and Pfizer Pharmaceuticals for
being Gold Sponsors; and to AdvanDx, Inc., Dia-
mond Headache Clinic Research and Education-
al Foundation, Eli Lilly, Medical Protective,
Physicians’ Benefits Trust, and Takeda Pharma-
ceuticals for being Silver Sponsors.

Salute to Exhibitors

CMS THANKS THE FOLLOWING EXHIBITORS
for their financial support of the Midwest Clinical
Conference:

AdvanDx

Chicago Medical Society (Membership)
Chicago Prostate Cancer Center

CMS Insurance Agency, Inc.

Eli Lilly & Company (Diabetes)

Eli Lilly & Company (Neuro)

iCons in Medicine

iMedica Corporation

ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company
ISMS

THURSDAY, MARCH 27
230 pm. - 1:30 p.m)
Regency DEF

*ED1!  Genwal Lunch
Condy 35 a Uns
Molecule n B

1230 p.m. 12 1:00 pm, (1 CME Credit)
Keyni 3

ote r
Louls ignarro, PhD, Nobel Laureate

1:00 pm. 9 1:30 pm
Q8 A Session

Tarek Karaman, MD, Lead Hospitalist, Advocate
Health Centers, served as MCC Chairman.

More than 30 exhibitors showcased their wares and
services at the MCC.

ISPR- Illinois Staff Physician Recruiters

Jazz Pharmaceuticals

JPMorgan Asset & Wealth Management

Marca Reimbursement Specialist

Marketstaff, Inc.

Meadowbrook Insurance Group

Medical Protective

Merck & Co., Inc.

National City

Novo Nordisk

OSHA-Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration

Park National Bank

Physicians’ Benefits Trust Life Insurance Com-
pany

Pfizer Inc.

ProNational Insurance Company

Pulse Systems Inc.

Sage Software

Sanofi-Aventis

Sepracor

Takeda Pharmaceuticals North America, Inc.

Wexford Health Sources

Your Healthcare Plus™ / McKesson
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The Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute of Northwestern Memorial Hospital
In conjunction with the Chicago Medical Society

Presents a Complimentary 3.5 CME credit activity

Cardiovascular Disease in the Elderly

Date: Saturday, May 10, 2008
Time: 7:00a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Location: Pritzker Auditorium of
Northwestern Memorial Hospital
251 E. Huron, 3" Floor Feinberg Pavilion

Audience: Primary Care Physicians and all interested physicians.

7:00-8:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00-8:10 Welcome
Saroja Bharati, MD, President, Chicago Medical Secicty, Prefessor of Pathology and
Robert Q. Bonow, MDD, Goldberg Distinguished Professor at Northwestern University Feinberg
School of Medicine, Chicf of the [Mvision of Cardiclogy at Northwestern Mcmorial Hospital

8:10-8:40 Epidemiology of Cardiovascular Discase in the Elderly: Perspectives on Management of
Hypertension
Donald Lleyd-Jenes, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine and Preventive Medicine

8:40-9:10 Management of Lipid Disorders in the Elderly
Neil 1. Stone, MD, Mecdical Director of the Vascular Center at the Bluhm Cardiovascular
Institute, Professor of Clinical Medicing at the Feinberg School of Medicine

9:10-9:40 Acute Coronary Syndromes: Risks vs. Benefits in the Elderly Patient
Dan J. Fintel, MD, Dircctor of the Cotonary Care Unit, Professor of Medicine at the Feinberg
School of Medicing

9:40-10:(%) Break

10:00-10:30 Heart Failurc in the Elderly
John B. O Conncll, MD, Associate Director at the Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute, Director of
the Center for Heart Failure

10:30-11:00 Elderly Women with Heart Discase: Management Quandaries
Marla Mendclson, MD, Direetor, Women's Cardiology Center, Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute
11:00-11:30 Management of Atrial Fibrillation: Rate Control vs. Rhythm Centrol and Anticoagulation
Management

Rod S. Passman, MD, Associate Professor, Cardiac Electrophysiology

11:30-12:00 Valvular Heart Discase: A Growing Problem with an Aging Population
Robert O, Benew, MDD, Co-Dircctor, Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute, Chief, Division of
Cardiology

12:00-1:00 l.unch

(Registration Form, Learning Objective and CME on the Next Page)



At the conclusion of this learning activity, participants should be able to:

1} discuss the epidemiology of cardiovascular diseases in the elderly.

2) describe the management of lipid disorders, acute coronary syndromes,
risks and benefits in the elderly.

3) explain the management of atrial fibrillation, valvular heart disease as
well as elderly women with heart disease.

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of
the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of
the Chicago Medical Society and the Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute of Northwestern Memorial Hospital.
The Chicago Medical Society is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.

The Chicago Medical Society designates this educational activity for a maximum of 3.5 category 1 credits
towards the AMA Physician’s Recognition Award. Each physician should claim only those hours of credit
that he/she actually spent in the educational activity.

Register: For the complimentary 3.5 CME credit activity “Cardiovascular Disease in the

Elderly” on May 10, 2008, please provide the following information and fax back to:
Att: Annette Boksa at 312-670-3646:

Name:

Please check: CMS Member Non-Member

Address:
City: State: Zip

Telephone: E-Mail:

Fax:

Questions: Contact Annette Boksa at (312} 329-7340 or aboksa@cmsdocs.org

Chicago Medicine, April 2008
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See why more and more
physicians and their office staff
carry our card
for flexible, quality health insurance.

(And why you should, too!)

Physicians' Benefits Trust offers a choice of quality health All Physicians’ Benefits Trust health plans offer:

insurance plans for every stage of your life. i Competitive rates with an initial

Part of a group practice? Our Group Health Benefits 12-Month Rate GUARANTEE
Program offers a variety of options and is available for

! NO managed care requirements
practice groups of 2 or more.

(except for organ transplant benefits)

Portable coverage for physicians

“
On your own? Our Individual Medical Plans offer flexible i
coverage for you and your family. v

. Prompt, courteous, experienced service
Looking for tax-free advantages? A tax-favored

Health Savings Account (HSA) — paired with our lower-
premium HSA Qualified High Deductible Health Insurance

S MEE;
: 2 &R
Plan — may be right for you. Sponsored by: SR
‘:4\'\% “o/'l‘;j

Looking for an alternative to traditional medical
coverage? Our Excess Major Medical is another option

with a lower premium that you may want to consider. Owned by: I SMI- =

Age 65 or over and on Medicare? Protect yourself
against the health care expenses NOT paid by Medicare,
with our quality Medicare Supplement Insurance.

Find out more. Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-621-0748
or visit us online at: www.pbtinsurance.com

Mutual Insurance Compan;
n-First 8 ig Inssrer

Physician

Service

© 2008 PBT Administered by Affinity Insurance Services, Inc. E-5876-408CN



NEW BEGINNING

CMS Alliance underway; reinforces support for your Society

By Linda Izquierdo, President, ISMS Alliance

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CHICAGO MEDICAL
Society. You are the benefactor of an organization
that will prove through the coming years to be a
major source of support for you and for medicine:
the Chicago Medical Society Alliance. Through
careful planning and support from CMS leaders,
this dream was realized. The icing on the cake is
that the newest Alliance members are sharp, en-
thusiastic and ready to get rolling! We are off to a
great start!

On March 19, 2008, leaders from the CMS, the
ISMS Alliance, and the AMA Alliance met with
physician spouses interested in forming a new
Chicago Alliance. After introductions, the mission
of the Alliance was explained; the budget and by-
laws were introduced, discussed and approved.
Community outreach initiatives were discussed,
with the understanding that the Alliance will work
with CMS to identify specific needs of the Chicago
community.

Finally, the group voted unanimously on a pres-
ident to take the reins of the new Alliance. Jennifer
McDade graciously accepted the role of the presi-
dency. Jennifer comes to the Alliance with two
master’s degrees, one in English and another in
special education. Jennifer also has vast experi-
ence in the area of fundraising. Since she tragical-
ly lost her sister seven years ago to sickle cell ane-
mia, she has become involved in charitable events
to raise money for research and education. Jen-
nifer runs a not-for-profit organization, “Jackie’s
House,” a sickle cell foundation. She also volun-

Members of the newly formed CMS Alllance are
shown following their first meeting in the CMS Build-
ing: From left: Tara Swaminathan; President Jennifer

McDade; and Christine Gilmore. Not pictured are
Mary Nage, Erica Pilkinton, and Lisa Glathar.

teers for several charitable events, including the
Lupus Foundation. Jennifer, along with her hus-
band, CMS President-elect Dr. William A. Mc-
Dade, are raising her niece. Currently, Jennifer is
a high school teacher in Highland Park.

She states: “I am elated with the endless possi-
bilities that await us and am extremely honored to
be a part of such an historical moment.”

Jennifer will be attending the AMA Alliance
Annual Meeting in June. Other members who
have joined the new Alliance are: Tara Swami-
nathan, Christine Gilmore, Lisa Glathar, Erica
Pilkinton and Mary Nage. They are a small but
mighty group.

We are very fortunate to start off with such dy-
namic, motivated members. However, our work
has just begun. We need to rally around this new
Alliance to give them the support to move for-
ward and grow strong.

I ask you to please en-
courage your spouse to fill
out the membership form
(see page 12) and submit it
to Kris Johnson, ISMSA
Membership Director.

The CMS Alliance will
 hold their next meeting
2 in conjunction with the
CMS’ meeting on May 6.
Such a bright future
awaits the CMS Alliance,

Leaders from the CMS, the ISMS Alliance, and the AMA Alliance met with physician and its future begins

spouses on March 19 to form a new Chicago Alliance.

with you!

Chicago Medicine, April 2008
Page 11



@SMSA Illinois State Medical Society Alliance

~ Physicians’ Spouses Dedicated to the Health of Illinois ~

What is the Alliance?
The Alliance is the most important organization that represents the family of medicine in the United States. The Illinois State
Medical Society Alliance, the American Medical Association Alliance and county alliances form a unified force to improve onr
communities and the lives of physicians and families.

Personal Information

OO
Last Name First Middle M F
Home Address City State Zip
Home Telephone Home Fax Home E-mail
Birth Date (m/d/y) Spouse’s Last Name Spouse’s First

Belong to the family of medicine ~
Develop lifelong friendships, build an effective network of co-workers, and find a ready-made support
system for the unique challenges of life in a medical family. If you are the spouse of a physician, fellow,
resident physician, or medical student, or if you are a physician, you are invited to join the Alliance.

County Dues 1 Are you interested in
starting a county alliance?
Adams $80 Peoria $80
Chicago $90 Rock-Island $85 /' Make a differencein  \_
Effingham $70 Saint Clair $95 your community ~
Jefferson-Hamilton $80 Sangamon $85/$65 The Alliance raises funds for
Kankakee $80/$70 Vermilion $75 scholarships, research, and
Macon $80 Williamson $90 grants, participates in health
Madison $75 Winnebago $90 projects to improve people’s
MclLean $95 Members-at-Large $65 lives in our communities, and
protects the future of medicine
through legislative advocacy.

Please make check payable to Illinois State Medical Society Alliance \ /
Submit application and payment to:
Ilinois State Medical Society Alliance
c/o Kris Johnson

Suite 700, 20 North Michigan Avenue '__;ll S M S A
Chicago, IL 60602 "-._{(i




CMS IN D.C.

CMS leaders join “house call”

on Congress

YOUR CMS LEADERS, LED BY PRESIDENT-
elect William A. McDade, MD, PhD, joined their
AMA counterparts in Washington this April to ad-
dress the Medicare crisis with members of Congress
as part of the AMA National Advocacy Conference.

Held April 1-2, the conference included a physi-
cian rally at Capitol Hill's Upper Senate Park in
support of the new Medicare bill (see below).
Members of the AMA Alliance gave their support.

Attendees also heard from insiders about the
political climate on Capitol Hill and got the latest
on medicine’s legislative priorities. Former White
House Press Secretary Tony Snow delivered the
keynote address.

Read more about Dr. McDade’s advocacy and
testimony on health-care disparities in the May
Chicago Medicine newsletter.

Senate bill to stop Medicare

physician cuts

THE SAVE MEDICARE ACT OF 2008 (S. 2785),
introduced in March by U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow
(D-Mich.) would prevent a 10.6 percent cut in
Medicare physician payments planned for July 1,
retain current levels for the remainder of 2008 and
enact a 1.8 percent increase for 2009. It would also
continue rural extender provisions that are set to
expire, such as the floor for Work Geographic Prac-
tice Cost Indices and the bonus for physician
scarcity areas.

The 18-month time-frame in the Save Medicare
Act of 2008 (S. 2785) will inject some stability into
the system for seniors as well as physicians forced
to make difficult practice decisions because of
planned payment cuts. It will also give Congress
time to begin working on a long-term solution to
the broken payment system without having to take
action to stop the cuts twice in one year.

www.cmsdocs.org

The Chicago Mediical Society
encourages all members
to go to your new Website.
We have added online blogs
and forum sections to increase
our communication.

MED
MAL

—

Know their appr oach
to protecting physicians.

There is a big difference in operating
philosophy among medical malpractice
carriers. With some, defense against

claims may be half-hearted at best. Many

good physicians have been hurt by frivolous
lawsuits when their good work went undefended
in favor of quick-? x settlements. Clearly; this does

not serve you or the profession well.

Get proper care.

ProAssurance Group has led in
defense of physicians for over a
quarter of a century. Our strong
record of personalized service
and number of cases tried to
verdict are testaments to our
long-term commitment: to help
good physicians keep practicing
good medicine.

What level of attention do you
want if defense is needed?

f CMS Insurance Agency, Inc.

7 For more information, please call
our staff at 312/670-2550.

Proqssurance

ProNational

INSURANCE COMPANY

E V E R VieGg 1L ANT

Professional Liability Insurance & Risk Management Ser vices
Rated \- “Excellent” by \.M. Best - www .Prohssurance.com
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Unnual Meeting and Dinnex
of the Chicago Medical Society
Honoring

Witliam Mc Dade, MD, Ph.D.

as President of the Chicago Medical Society

Sunday, June 1, 2008

6:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception
7:00 p.m. Dinner

S==>

65 W. Jackson Blud.
Chicago, Illinois

© © 000 000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
Please arrange for:

Payment Method:
Reservation(s) $100 per person O Check or Money Order Enclosed
Please make checks payable to Chicago Medical Society

Name(s): O MasterCard O Visa

Address: Credit Card No:

Daytime Phone: ( ) Expiration Date:

Entrée Choice: ___ Beef ___ Fish __ Vegetarian Signature:

Reservations by mail should be sent to:
Chicago Medical Society, Annual Dinner, 515 N. Dearborn Street, Chicago, IL 60610

Please respond on or before May 23, 2008 to Amanda Worley
(312) 670-2550, ext. 325 or fax to (312) 670-3646
aworley@cmsdocs.org
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ISMS UPDATE

Inactivity equals apathy

By Jere E. Freidheim, MD, Chair, IMPAC

Every year, it gets in-
creasingly complicated
to do what we all
signed up to do—take
care of our patients.
Decreasing reimburse-
ments, an extremely liti-
gious practice environ-
ment, and health plan
hassles are added bur-
dens that make practic-
ing medicine extremely
difficult, and in some
cases, impossible.
While the outlook seems
daunting, we cannot afford to idly stand by. We
have choices; we must be active and diligent to
protect our profession and to ensure continued ac-
cess to quality care for our patients. There are
many ways to get involved but unless we all get in-
volved, we will not be an effective force.

One of the easiest ways to get involved is to get
to know your legislators. Everyone has a state rep-
resentative and a state senator working for them in
Springfield. In addition, we all have a federal rep-
resentative in Washington. If you do not know
who your legislators are, take the first step and
visit wwuw.elections.state.il.us/DistrictLocator/Select-
SearchType.aspx. This will take you to the Illinois
State Board of Elections site to identify your repre-
sentatives.

The next step is to schedule an appointment.
When the General Assembly and Congress are not
in session, they are home in the district and regu-
larly see constituents as part of their official duties.
This is the perfect time to establish a relationship
and to open a dialogue with your representatives
on the health-care issues impacting our profession.
It is not uncommon for legislators to call physi-
cians they have a relationship with to explain
pending legislation or to further clarify some of
our most important issues.

During the first week of April, in conjunction
with the AMA’s National Advocacy Conference, a
group of physicians from around the state attend-
ed visits on Capitol Hill to many of our Illinois

Dr. Freidheim

congressional representatives. The physicians pre-
sent talked about the impending Medicare cuts
and urged our representatives for their support on
a fix. This is truly an example of democracy in
action and ensured that those making our critical
policy decisions have heard from the physicians of
Mlinois.

An even easier way to get involved is through
our political action committee, IMPAC. IMPAC
supports the candidates who share our views and
ultimately, helps to shape the laws and regulations
that affect us every day. IMPAC gives you the op-
portunity to enhance your participation in the po-
litical process—don’t physicians owe it to them-
selves to become involved in political action. Can
you afford not to?

An interesting thing about IMPAC is that 100%
of your contributions are given to selected candi-
dates who seek public office; absolutely no funds
are used for administration purposes. Those can-
didates are chosen upon recommendation from a
30-person IMPAC Council representing all areas of
the state. The IMPAC Council makes the final de-
cision on the distribution and size of contributions
based on the candidate’s needs in a race. Candi-
dates are continually scrutinized based on past
records and political realities.

So now you're asking yourselves, “How do I get in-
volved?” Joining IMPAC is simple — you can log on to
www.impaconline.org and click the “Join IMPAC” link
on the left. You can also call Kate Jarvie at (312) 580-
6443 and become a member over the phone.

You will also see several solicitations per year in
your mail, the opportunity to get politically active
and preserve our profession and protect our pa-
tients” access to quality care is ongoing.

If you'd like help scheduling a meeting with your
legislators, we’d also be happy to help with that. We
can provide you with talking points and tips for a
successful meeting, so please don't hesitate to call.

The importance of everyone getting involved
cannot be stressed enough. Unless we are all on
board in opening up a dialogue with our legisla-
tors and building a stronger IMPAC, we will be
drowned out by all of the other interests who are
politically active, like trial lawyers. As the saying
goes, if we are not part of the solution, we are part
of the problem.
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Come Back Now...
Get Tail Coverage Credit

With American Physicians, you can go home again. We're welcoming back doctors who were insured with us in
the past by giving you credit for your previous years of coverage. This will apply toward the five years required to
receive free tail coverage upon retirement. It's as if you never left!

Dependable Coverage, Competitive Rates, Superior Value

In addition to the credit you gain from our Welcome Back! program, you will enjoy all the benefits of American
Physicians' standard-setting coverage:

e Reliable, uninterrupted coverage since 1996 ® 33% higher annual aggregate limits

e Committed to lllinois physicians * Free on-site risk management assessment ($1,500 value)

e Consistently competitive rates e Claims-free discounts of up to 15%

Don't Miss Out. .. American "
®

Your welcome will never wear out at American Physicians, but this PhySICIanS

Welcome Back! program is only available for a limited time. To ensure ASSURANCE CORPORATION

that you get credit for your past coverage, call 1-800-748-0465 now. Practices That Set The Standard

Highly Rated by A.M. Best » Endorsed by Medical Societies ® www.apassurance.com



MEDICAID, MEDICARE AND MORE

Medicaid patient access bill gets hearing
ISMS PRESIDENT RODNEY C. OSBORN, MD,
recently testified in support of a bill that would
boost the abysmally low Medicaid physician reim-
bursement rates. Senate Bill 2173, sponsored by
William Delgado (D-Chicago), is aimed at improv-
ing access to Illinois” health care safety net pro-
grams, Medicaid and All Kids.

“Without increasing Medicaid rates, we’re risk-
ing patients” access to care in Illinois,” Dr. Osborn
stated. “While as physicians, we're strongly com-
mitted to serving those in need; we cannot contin-
ue to do so when our practice expenses increase far
more rapidly than Medicaid reimbursement.”

In his testimony before the Senate Public Health
Committee, Dr. Osborn expressed concern that
Medicaid expansion programs like All Kids and
Family Care will be nothing more than an empty
promise without Medicaid rate reform.

Increasing Medicaid rates

is a step towards a solution

AT A MINIMUM, MEDICAID RATES NEED TO
be increased to equal Medicare rates with annual
updates linked to inflation. While Medicare is ex-
periencing its own problems in terms of keeping
up with practice cost increases, using Medicare as
a benchmark at least initially would help Illinois
physicians.

Without increased rates, access to needed med-
ical care, especially specialty care for Medicaid /All
Kids patients will suffer. Physician reimbursement
must be adequate and fair in order for physicians
to continue to serve Medicaid/All Kids patients.

Physician Medicare payments in Illinois are just
9% of total Medicaid program costs.

Both the Adequate Health Care Task Force and
the Legislative Joint Task Force on Rural Health &
Medically Underserved Areas have recommended
significant increases in physician reimbursement
as a means to increase access to care and attract
more physicians to Illinois.

For these reasons, we urge you to support Sen-
ate Bill 2173.

Retail health clinic bill

promotes patient safety
ANEW BILL INTRODUCED BY MIKE MCAULIFFE
(R-Chicago) would protect the health and safety of

patients seeking care at retail health clinics. House
Bill 5372, the “Retail Health Care Facility Permit
Act” calls for regulating in-store clinics to ensure
that patients receive proper follow-up care.

“We are concerned that since these clinics deliver
only episodic or single-instance care, we must work
to ensure patients receive needed follow-up care—
an important medical consideration routinely han-
dled by primary care doctors but not retail clinics,”
said ISMS President Rodney C. Osborn, MD.

The concept of retail health clinics contrasts sharply
with the need for patients to have a medical home.

If enacted, SB 5372 would establish require-
ments for retail health clinics to maintain proper
patient records, follow-up with a patient’s physi-
cians or establish a system with a corresponding
hospital for emergencies or for referrals, and em-
ploy a physician to ensure enough oversight and
quality of care. The legislation also sets parame-
ters that a single physician or a medical director
should not oversee more than two clinics.

Information provided courtesy of ISMS.

It's time to sway in a beachside hammock ...
feast on the freshest Florida seafood ...
soak up the sun along miles of
velvet white beach.

Romantic beach getaways or family vacation
fun with a treasure chest of kids activities
at TradeWinds Island Resorts on the
island of St. Pete Beach, FL.

Book Now ... for warm Florida fun!

Visit online and get a $7100 BONUS CARD
for dining, spa or activities.

Uadecinar

ISLAND RESORTS ON ST. PETE BEACH

www.JustLetGo.com/CHI « 888.587.0700
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Office/building

for sale/ rent

PRIMARY CARE MEDICAL PRACTICE
for sale in Northbrook. Faithful clientele.
Owner will remain for one year to introduce
new physician. Reasonable terms. Call (847)
498-1515 or fax: (847) 498- 2362.

THREE SOUTHWEST SUBURBAN BUILD-
ings with 440 to 7,000 sq. ft. of office space;
ideal for medical offices. Will build to suit.
Call (708) 594-3576.

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUILD A MED-
ical practice? Medical offices available in a
great location! Only ten minutes from down-
town Chicago, close to Bucktown by Chicago
and Damen. For more options and details,
call Virginia at (312) 543-8343 (cell) or fax:
(630) 574-1559.

680 N. LAKE SHORE DR. OFFICE SPACE—
$20 per sq. ft; 2000 or 2600 sq. ft. Bargain
price! Act now. Call Carl (312) 664-1877, ext.
224.

PEDIATRIC PRACTICE FOR SALE. GOOD
for family practice too. Best location. North-
west suburb of Chicago. Top- class hospital
staff affiliation. Thirty-three years same loca-
tion. Email: office3330@yahoo.com or call
(847) 778-5465.

FOR SALE: WELL-ESTABLISHED INTER-
nal medicine practice in west suburban area
opposite of hospital. Call evenings (773) 929-
0618.

4,700 SQ.-FT. MEDICAL CENTER IN
Buffalo Grove for lease. Occupancy in whole
or partial flexible sublease. Nine treatment
rooms. Suits multiple practitioners. Call:
(847) 259-8871; Fax: (847) 483-5375.

2,200 SQ. FT. WITH POSSIBLE ADDITION-
al 1,200 sq. ft., one mile from Advocate South
Suburban Hospital. Needs finished build-out,
originally designed as acupuncture, massage,
health clinic. Call: (847) 259-8871; Fax: (847)
483-5375.

IMMACULATE HOME ON LAKE MICHI-
gan for sale. Four bedroom year-round 1.3-
acre lot in small secluded association, with pri-
vate stairs to beach, one hour north of Grand
Rapids. Go to www.lakeridgehouse.com for
details or email: john@sailing-grace.com.

Personnel wanted

FAMILY PRACTICE PHYSICIAN COM-
pleting residency June 30, 2008, looking for
practice opportunities/group practice. Please
contact Dr. S. Kapoor by email: skapoor45@hot-
mail.com; phone: (847) 885-7199; cell: (847) 977-
9589; or fax inquires to: (847) 310-0323.

CHICAGO—HOME PHYSICIANS IS AN
innovative multi-specialty practice focused on
house calls to the elderly homebound. We are

looking for BE/BC primary care physicians to
join our team of over 30 medical staff. Our
business model allows you to practice medi-
cine without the headaches of hospital
rounds, exhausting call schedules, or the
stress of running your own practice. Home
Physicians is a leader and innovator in house
calls, visiting over 250 patients per day, and
utilizing an EMR system. We offer excellent
compensation with productivity bonuses,
comprehensive malpractice insurance with
tail coverage, and company cars for patient
visits. For more info, please contact Scott
Schneider at (773) 342-4201; or send CV to ss-
chneider@homephysicians.com; or  go
www.homephysicians.com.

BC/BE IM/FP PHYSICIAN—PART-TIME.
Fee-for-service compensation for disability
evaluation/consultation for Social Security
Disability Program. Challenging, rewarding,
and meaningful work. No malpractice re-
quired. No pager or other hassles. See
pathology you've only read about in text-
books. Professional Loop office with great
supportive staff. Set your own schedule. One
to three days/week ideal. Long-term avail-
ability of several years desired. Join our
bright, fun group. Contact Medical Director
at (312) 855-1414 (office); or (847) 721-1414
(cell); and /or fax CV and cover letter to (312)
855-0216; and/or email jrunke@maicoh.org.

FAMILY PRACTICE PHYSICIAN COM-
pleting residency June 30, 2008, looking for
practice opportunities/group practice. Please
contact Dr. M. Kapoor by email:
mukeshkapoor@hotmail.com; by phone: (847)
885-7199; or cell: (630) 254-1294; or fax in-
quiries to: (847) 310-0323.

FAMILY PHYSICIAN TO WORK AT 4242
W. Armitage Ave., Monday, Wednesday, Fri-
day. Please call Virginia (312) 542-8343.

PHYSICIANS: STOP WORKING 55-80
hours a week! Mobile Doctors seeks physi-
cians to make house calls to the elderly and
disabled. Seeking one part-time and one full-
time physician. Practice primary care with pa-
tients who really appreciate you. No night or
weekend work. A company car and certified
medical assistant are provided. Take your
time practicing medicine without a waiting
room full of patients. Fax CV to Michele at
(312) 640-4496; or call (312) 617-2096; or mail
CV to Mobile Doctors, 1229 N. North Branch
#210, Chicago, IL 60622.

TEACH IN JAPAN. PHARMACEUTICAL
professionals with backgrounds in regulatory
affairs, drug discovery, clinical operations,
pharmaceutical manufacturing, GCP, GLP,
GMP, marketing, pharmacology, project man-
agement, and related topics needed to teach at
big pharma companies in Tokyo/Osaka. Ini-
tial one-year contract with option for renewal.
Teaching is in English to small groups of
Japanese pharma executives. Orientations
provided. Excellent compensation, paid vaca-
tions, medical insurance, work visa sponsor-
ship. Not a telecommuting position. For more
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information, email CV and cover letter to Greg
Jankunis in Tokyo: Jankunis@iesnet.co.jp. In-
ternational Education Services, Tokyo, Japan.

BUSY FAMILY PRACTICE CLINIC IN
Chicago looking for general practice/family
practice physician and nurse practitioner to
work part-time or full-time. Send resume to:
Dr. Montenegro, 4039 W. Armitage Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60639. Call (773) 227-2040.

Business services

LOW-COST BLOOD TEST. CHOLES-
terol only $5. Other tests at discount prices.
Send your patients. We draw blood, do tests,
fax results. UNILAB, Oak Park. Phone (708)
848-1556. Web: www.LowCostBloodTest.org.

PROMPT MEDICAL BILLING. COM-
plete medical billing service—data entry, claims
processing, denials management, payments
posting, patient billing. Reliable & affordable—
first month free! Go to: www.promptmedical-
billing.com. Call: (847) 229-1557.

LEGAL/COMMERCIAL ASSISTANCE—
experienced trial attorney and firm provide
legal services in diverse areas including IDFPR
reporting, licensure, and discipline; credential-
ing; litigation; employment issues; and com-
mercial real estate. For consultation, please
call Thomas J. Koch, JD, Pugh, Jones, Johnson
& Quandt, PC. Call (312) 768-7814; (630) 776-
1968 (cellular); email: tkoch@pjjq.com; Web-
site: www.pjjq.com.

PERFECT MEDICAL TRANSCRIBING
Service—we serve a full range of transcription
services. From tapes, Internet, physician and
electronic signature and HIPAA audit logs.
We feature 24 by 7 support and interface ex-
pertise with cost-effective verifiable units of
pricing. Lee Perfect Transcribing: (800) 881-
2468 or lee@leeperfect.net.

MEDICAL BILLING, INSURANCE FILING,
for the highest collection in the shortest time.
Over 23 years’ experience. Don’t delay, call
today: (630) 497-1730. LNJ Automated Data
Services, 1342 Laurel Oaks Dr., Streamwood,
IL 60107. Go to: www.Injbilling.com.
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MARCA® PUTS MORE MONEY IN YOUR POCKET
WITH ITS REIMBURSEMENT SUPPORT TEAM!

O%rca, located in Chicago, has proven for @V %
three decades that it can achieve maximal o 04&
reimbursements for all health care organizations, EVER FOR

less expensively, with less stress, and more net SOFTWARE UPDATES
financial return, than can be done independently.

You do not need to

wait for a crisis.
%QN YOUR OFFICE using our secure HIPAA

compliant Virtual Private Network via the Internet Marca knows how to take
and/or IN MARCA'S FACILITY (out of your office) over responsibility.
handling your entire billing and follow up.
.gook at our website: www.marcaindustries.com
then put us to the test. Massive University Medical ENDORSED B
School or individual practitioner, we can and will THE CHICAGO
prove to your satisfaction that our comprehensive MEDICAL SOCIETY
sophistication and team approach makes more SERVICE BUREAU
money for you. SINCE 1980
Call Annette or Donna at 773 767-4600/800 345-7676 CALL THEM FOR

email us at annettec@marcaindustries.com REFERENCES AT

or donna@marcaindustries.com 312 670-2550

M q RC q 5333 S. Laramie Avenue TOLL FREE: 800-345-7676
Suite 203 TELEPHONE: 773-767-4600

,ndustr,es ,nc ® Chicago, lllinois 60638-7100 FAX: 773-767-8320
o .

EMAIL: ANNETTE@MARCAINDUSTRIES.COM
THE PREEMINENT REIMBURSEMENT P.O. Box 388320 DONNA@MARCAINDUSTRIES.COM

SPECIALISTS SINCE 1976 Chicago, lllinois 60638-8320 | weB: HTTP://WWW.MARCAINDUSTRIES.COM



