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Dear Colleagues:

This year the Chicago Medical Society
(CMS) has joined forces with over 50 spe-
cialty and ethnic medical societies and an

outstanding team of speakers from Chicago’s
leading medical institutions to present the Annu-
al Midwest Clinical Conference (MCC) for the med-
ical community at large.  The conference will fea-
ture expert speakers from the Feinberg School of
Medicine, Northwestern University, Loyola Uni-

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

We have a cornucopia of experts for you!

SPECIAL ISSUE

64TH ANNUAL MIDWEST CLINICAL CONFERENCE

(20 CME HOURS)
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ll Thursday Breakfast Keynote Speaker:
JAMES M. GALLOWAY, MD, Assistant Sur-
geon General, U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services, on “CHAMP: Building a
Healthy Chicago” (9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.)

ll Thursday Luncheon Keynote Speaker:
LOUIS IGNARRO, PHD, Nobel Laureate, on
“Nitric Oxide as a Unique Signaling Mole-
cule in Biology” (12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.)

ll Friday Morning Keynote Speaker:
RODNEY C. OSBORN, MD, President,
ISMS, on “Allied Health: Scope of Practice
Changes” (8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.)

ll Friday Luncheon Keynote Speaker:
CONGRESSMAN DANNY K. DAVIS Fol-
lowed by Chicago Medical Society’s Annu-
al Public Service Award Presentation
(12:30 p.m.– 1:30 p.m.)

ll Complimentary Daily Breakfast,
Luncheon, on Thursday and Friday
and a Dessert Reception is Included
with the “3-Day Conference Registra-
tion.” 

ll Free Registration for Students and
Residents.
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT (continued)

versity Medical Center, Rush University
Medical Center, University of Chicago,
University of Illinois at Chicago, and
Chicago Medical School.  Some of the in-
novative and thought-provoking topics to
be presented at MCC include:  Robotic
Surgery, Medicare in 2008, Humanitarian Re-
lief through Tele-Medicine, Global Health, Pay-
for-Performance, Patient Safety and Simula-
tion, Thrombosis, Organ Transplantation, Pe-
diatrics and Stem Cell Transplantation, and
much more. 

The CMS is a fully accredited continuing
medical education (CME) provider and the
primary sponsor of MCC 2008, offering par-
ticipants up to 20 CME credits.  This educa-
tional forum provides a unique combina-
tion of clinical and practice management
topics useful to all specialists, residents,
medical students and other health care pro-
fessionals. 

I would like to ask you to help us promote
this CME activity at your hospital by sharing
this newsletter with your physician staff, stu-

dents and residents. It would be wonderful if
you could also help by sending an internal e-
mail announcing the details to your col-
leagues.  For more information visit your
Web site: www.cmsdocs.org.

Thank you very much for your immediate
attention to this exciting, community-based
educational and networking opportunity.  On
behalf of the Chicago Medical Society, thank
you for all your efforts.  I sincerely appreciate
your assistance and promotional support, and
look forward to seeing you, your valued med-
ical staff, friends and colleagues at the March
meeting.

With warm regards,

Saroja Bharati, MD
President, Chicago Medical Society
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JAMES M. GALLOWAY, MD
REGIONAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATOR, REGION V
Rear Admiral
Assistant U.S. Surgeon General
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

Dr.  Galloway is the lead
federal physician, the
principal federal public
health official and the
senior USPHS officer
for Region V, which en-
compasses the states of
Illinois, Indiana, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Ohio
and Wisconsin.  He re-
ports directly to the As-
sistant Secretary of
Health and serves as the
Department’s principal

representative for public health in the field for this
region.  His leadership responsibilities include dis-
ease prevention, health promotion, women’s and
minority health, the reduction of health dispari-
ties, the fight against HIV/AIDS, the Medical Re-
serve Corps, pandemic influenza and emergency
planning. He is actively involved in the push for
enhanced access to quality health care.  

Dr. Galloway is Associate Professor of Clinical
Medicine in the College of Medicine at the Universi-
ty of Arizona as well as an Associate Professor of
Public Health in the College of Public Health.  As Di-
rector of the Native American Cardiology Program
prior to coming to Chicago, Dr. Galloway organized
and provided direct cardiac care to Native Ameri-
cans in Arizona, Nevada, Utah, California and New
Mexico. He was the senior cardiologist nationally for
the Indian Health Service and the director of the Na-
tional Native American Cardio Vascular Disease
Prevention Program. 

Dr. Galloway earned his medical degree from
the Medical College of Virginia and completed his
residency at the University of Vermont. He per-
formed a cardiology fellowship at the University
of Arizona College of Medicine.

Dr. Galloway is board-certified in both internal
medicine and cardiology. He is a fellow of the
American College of Physicians, the American Col-

lege of Chest Surgeons, the American College of
Cardiology, and the American Heart Association.  

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

BUILDING A HEALTHIER CHICAGO

Initiative aims to improve health through aware-
ness, education and action

THE CHICAGO MEWDICALSOCIETY HAS JOINED
the Office of the Regional Health Administrator
for Region V, the American Medical Association,
and the Chicago Department of Public Health in a
strategic initiative to improve the quality of life
and health of all Chicago residents.  

This effort will convene representatives from
community-based organizations, academic insti-
tutions, public agencies and medical associations,
employing evidenced-based methods and strate-
gies that are specific and tailored to reach the city’s
diverse populations.  The initiative will be carried
out through an aggressive campaign of awareness,
education and action.

Anticipated activities of this partnership will
include awareness building, identification, mobi-
lization and synergy of assets, and adoption and
promotion of effective, complementary and eco-
logical, population-based programs. 

Initial efforts will focus on changes in environ-
mental and nutritional policies and practices that
facilitate public adoption of healthier lifestyles. 

While focused primarily on lifestyle changes in
addition to blood pressure interventions, the team
has determined that blood pressure modifications
are one of the most effective measurements and
evaluative metrics.  Reducing hypertension on a
population basis has appeal because blood pres-
sure is easily measured and thus provides a mea-
sure of the degree to which the partnership can
successfully intervene in a defined population.

Although specific, localized interventions will
begin this spring, project planning will take place
concurrently over the first 18 months.

Dr. Galloway will present more information on
this topic at the 64th Annual Midwest Clinical
Conference on March 27 and the Chicago Medical
society warmly invites your participation in this
collaborative effort.

MCC 2008 HIGHLIGHTS

Keynote speakers -- a preview

Dr. Galloway
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MCC KEYNOTE SPEAKERS (continued)

LOUIS IGNARRO, PHD
JEROME J. BELZER, MD, DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR

OF PHARMACOLOGY, UCLA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Dr. Ignarro is a 1998
Nobel Prize Laureate,
and the Jerome J. Belzer,
MD, Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Pharmacology
at UCLA School of Med-
icine.  Although recog-
nized with many
awards for his body of
research, he is best
known for his discover-
ies involving nitric oxide
as a unique signaling

molecule in the cardio-
vascular system. His work was instrumental in the
development of Viagra, the first oral medication for
the effective treatment of erectile dysfunction.  

Dr. Ignarro holds a BSc in chemistry (Columbia
University) and PhD in pharmacology (University
of Minnesota).  He completed postdoctoral train-
ing in the Laboratory of Chemical Pharmacology at
the NIH.   He held a research position at the CIBA-
Geigy Pharmaceutical Company, before taking
academic positions at Tulane University and the
UCLA School of Medicine, where he currently
holds the position of Distinguished Professor of
Pharmacology.  Dr. Ignarro has received numerous
awards and other recognition for his basic research
including, “The CIBA Award for Hypertension Re-
search,” “The Roussel Uclaf Prize,” and “The Basic
Research Prize of the American Heart Associa-
tion.”  He has published over 500 articles and has
trained numerous graduate students, post-doctor-
al fellows and clinical fellows during his academic
career.  Among other posts, Dr. Ignarro is founder
and president of the Nitric Oxide Society.   

RODNEY C. OSBORN, MD
PRESIDENT, ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY

Rodney C. Osborn, MD, an anesthesiologist from
Peoria, is currently practicing medicine at St. Fran-
cis Medical Center, Proctor Hospital, and at a
number of ambulatory surgery centers in Peoria,
as well as St. James Hospital in Pontiac.  He serves
on the clinical faculty at the University of Illinois
College of Medicine in Peoria.

As an active member of
ISMS since 1980, Dr. Os-
born served as speaker
of the House of Dele-
gates from 2003-2005.
His involvement also
includes membership
on numerous commit-
tees and councils such
as the Governmental
Affairs Council, the
Council on Economics
and the Committee on
Drugs and Therapeu-
tics. Other leadership

roles in organized medicine include membership
in the Peoria Medical Society, serving as its presi-
dent in 1996 and 1998; board member for the
American Society of Anesthesiologists; and as a
past president of the Illinois Society of Anesthesi-
ologists. 

Dr. Osborn received his undergraduate degree
with honors from Colorado State University and
his medical degree from the Northwestern Univer-
sity Medical School, where he also completed a
four-year residency and fellowship in the depart-
ment of anesthesia. 

Dr. Osborn was elected president of the Illinois
State Medical Society on April 22, 2007, and his
term runs through April 2008.

In his session “Update on Scope of Practice
Changes for Allied Health Professionals” Dr. Os-
born will cover advanced practice registered nurs-
es, physician assistants and pharmacists, analyz-
ing how changes will affect practice in physician
offices and hospitals.  His talk will distinguish be-
tween advanced practice nurse and physician as-
sistant hospital practice and identify key medical
staff issues.  He will highlight areas for physician
grassroots education of patients.

REP. DANNY K. DAVIS, PHD
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—7TH DISTRICT OF ILL.

Rep. Danny K. Davis has been a member of Con-
gress since 1996.  Representative Davis currently
serves on the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform and the Committee on Education
and Labor.

His district includes 21 hospitals, dozens of clin-

Dr. Ignarro

Dr. Osborn
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ics and many world-
class research institu-
tions and medical
schools, along with
some of the most med-
ically underserved com-
munities in America.

Prior to becoming a
member of Congress,
Representative Davis
served on the Cook
County Board of Com-
missioners for six

years. Previously, he
served for 11 years as a member of the Chicago

City Council as Alderman of the 29th Ward.
Before seeking public office, Representative

Davis had productive careers as an educator, com-
munity organizer, health planner/administrator
and civil rights advocate. He has received hun-
dreds of awards and citations for outstanding
work in the areas of health, education, human re-
lations, politics and advocacy. 

Representative Davis earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Arkansas AM & N College (now
known as the University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff).  He subsequently earned both Master’s in
Guidance and Doctorate degrees in Public Admin-
istration, respectively from Chicago State Univer-
sity and the Union Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio.

MCC KEYNOTE SPEAKERS (continued)

Representative Davis

Henrietta Herbolsheimer, MD, 
Public Service Award

This annual Chicago Medical Society (CMS) award recognizes 
outstanding contributions in the fields of 

community service and government. 

Established in 1978 as the CMS Public Service Award, 
it describes the work of physicians in their communities and promotes

interest among CMS members to participate in civic affairs.  The 30
previous award winners have been honored for such achievements as
organizing local health fairs, taking part in neighborhood youth pro-

grams, and overseas volunteer work.  Long active in the CMS Council, 
Dr. Herbolsheimer was associate professor emerita at the Pritzker

School of Medicine; she died in 1999 at age 86.  Following her death,
the award was named in her honor.

The award will be presented during the MCC luncheon 
on Friday, March 28.



MCC PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Humanitarian Relief through International Tele-
Medicine: Information Technology to Build
Global Bridges in Medicine
Thursday, March 27, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

COURSE DIRECTOR AND SPEAKER:
William Kennedy Smith,
MD, is President and Di-
rector of the Center for In-
ternational Rehabilitation
(the CIR) and founder of
Physicians Against Land
Mines. He is a board-certi-
fied physiatrist, trained
prosthetist and Principal
Investigator on the CIR’s
International Disability
Educational Alliance grant

from the U.S. Department of Defense.
Dr. Smith serves as adjunct clinical instructor at

Northwestern University Medical School.  He
completed medical school at Georgetown Univer-
sity and his residency at Northwestern University
and the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago.

Ronald Merrell, MD, is
Professor of Surgery and
Director of the Medical In-
formatics and Technology
Applications Consortium
at Virginia Common-
wealth University. He is an
Editor-in Chief of Telemed-
icine and e-Health and au-
thor of some 300 publica-
tions in the field of medi-
cine and technology. Dr

Merrell trained in surgery and biological chemistry
at Washington University in St Louis.  He is an en-
docrine surgeon and has held the Chair in Surgery
at Yale and at Virginia Commonwealth University.
Dr. Merrell has a long history as advisor and inves-
tigator for NASA and the Army.  His research work
has emphasized management of medical events at
a distance, including extreme environments.  

Learning Objectives
l Explain how information and computer tech-
nologies are transforming where the examination
room of tomorrow will be.

l Describe the scope of humanitarian medical need
through international telemedicine.
l Identify the usefulness of the Center for Interna-
tional Rehabilitation’s learning program in con-
flict-affected countries.
l Assess clearly how their expertise can be utilized
by their counterparts in remote and medically un-
derserved areas.
l Recognize the opportunity to become a part of
the volunteer network.

Linking Clinical Practice to Community Initiatives
to Foster Healthy Lifestyles in Children and Families 
Friday, March 28, 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Adolfo J. Ariza, MD, is Re-
search Assistant Professor,
Associate Director, Pediatric
Practice Research Group
(PPRG), Research Assistant
Professor of Pediatrics,
Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine,
Mary Ann J. Milburn Smith
Child Health Research Pro-
gram, Clinical Outreach Di-
rector, Consortium to Lower

Obesity in Chicago Children (CLOCC).

Topics Include: Practical approaches for effective
detection and management of the obese child;
linking clinical practice to community initiatives
to foster healthy lifestyles in children and families.

Advancements in Robotic Surgery
Friday, March 28, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

COURSE DIRECTOR AND MODERATOR: 
Arieh L. Shalhav, MD,
Fritz and Mary Lee Duda
Family Professor, Chief,
Section of Urologic
Surgery, University of
Chicago Medical Center.

Dr. Shalhav received his
BSc and MD degrees from
the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.  He completed
his internship and urology

residency at the Sheba Medical Center, Sackler School

Chicago Medicine, February 2008
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of Medicine, Tel Aviv University.  During his residen-
cy he received a scholarship to spend one year of his
training at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York.

After completing his residency, he undertook a fel-
lowship in laparoscopy/endourology at Washington
University in St. Louis.  At the end of his fellowship, he
remained as faculty at Washington University for one
year as Assistant Professor of Urology.  In July 1999 he
accepted a position as director of Laparoscopic Uro-
logic Surgery and Assistant Professor of Urology at In-
diana University School of Medicine, Indianapolis,
where he developed one of the most active laparo-
scopic urology programs in the country.  He joined the
faculty at the University of Chicago as Director of La-
paroscopic Urologic Surgery in 2002.  He has received
awards for his teaching, research and clinical work
from the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons, the
Endourological Society, as well as the American Uro-
logical Association.  

Kevin C. Zorn, MD, isAs-
sistant Professor of
Surgery, Associate Resi-
dency Program Director,
Co-Director of the Mini-
mally Invasive Urology
Fellowship, University of
Chicago Medical Center.
Dr. Zorn is board-certified
by the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of
Canada and board-eligible

for the American Board of Urology.  His specialties
lie in laparoscopic and robotic-assisted urologic
surgery.

Sara M. Temkin, MD, is
Assistant Professor, De-
partment of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, Division of
Gynecologic Oncology,
University of Chicago
Medical Center.

Dr. Temkin earned her
MD at Georgetown Uni-
versity and completed her
internship and residency at

Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York.  She completed a

fellowship at SUNY Health Sciences, Brooklyn, NY.
In practice since 2003, Dr. Temkin’s clinical inter-
ests include gynecologic oncology, ovarian cancer,
minimally invasive gynecology surgery, advanced
laparoscopic surgery, high-risk endometrial can-
cers and cervical cancer.

Sudhir Srivastava, MD, is
Assistant Professor of
Surgery, Director, Robotic
& Minimally Invasive Car-
diac Surgery, University of
Chicago Medical Center.
Dr. Srivastava has earned
an international reputa-
tion for his expertise in
minimally invasive heart
surgery, including robotic
surgery.  Dr. Srivastava

practiced in Texas for more than 25 years before
coming to Chicago in 2007.  Over the course of
his career, he has performed more than 5,000
cardiac surgeries.  In recent years, he has pio-
neered beating-heart Totally Endoscopic Coro-
nary Artery Bypass (TECAB) and off-pump
coronary artery bypass through a left lateral
thoracotomy (ThoraCAB), performing more of
these procedures than any other surgeon in the
world.  

Beyond coronary bypass surgery, Dr. Srivas-
tava has refined many other minimally inva-
sive approaches to cardiac and thoracic
surgery.  He has special expertise in the surgi-
cal treatment of heart valve disease, heart fail-
ure, arrhythmias, and congenital heart disease
in adults.  He also has performed robotic mini-
mally invasive procedures to remove mediasti-
nal tumors and lung resections for lung cancer.
He continues to advance other surgical ap-
proaches to reduce trauma to the patient and
improve outcomes.

Dr. Srivastava has a passion for using the
most advanced, reliable technologies to im-
prove patients’ quality of life, and for sharing
his expertise to improve the practice of medi-
cine.  He routinely trains other surgeons from
around the world on minimally invasive heart
surgery.  

MCC PROGRAM OVERVIEW (continued)



MCC PROGRAM OVERVIEW (continued)

Topics Include: Robotic Surgery in the Treatment
of Localized Prostate Cancer, Robotic Surgery in
Gynecologic Malignancy, and Robotic Cardiac
Surgery.

Learning Objectives: At the end of this session,
participants should be able to:
l Explain the growing role of robotic laparoscopic
surgery for the treatment of prostate cancer.
l Identify the standard steps of the radical prosta-
tectomy procedure.
l Describe patient selection and pre-operative
counseling.
l Cite the clinical outcome advantages of im-
proved 3-dimensional visualization and micro-in-
strument tissue dissection.
l Explain basic technical aspects of Robotic
Surgery.
l Describe the indications and advantages of ro-
botic surgery in gynecology.

Surgical Advancements and Treatments 
in Colorectal Surgery
Friday, March 28 (1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.)

COURSE DIRECTOR AND MODERATOR: 
Leela Prasad, MD, is
Chairman of the Division
of Colon and Rectal
Surgery, Stroger Hospital,
Vice-Chairman of
Surgery, University of Illi-
nois at Chicago College of
Medicine, Associate
Chairman of Surgery, Ad-
vocate Lutheran General

Hospital, Park Ridge. Dr. Prasad completed resi-
dencies in general surgery and colon and rectal
surgery.  He is board-certified in both areas.  

Slawomir Marecik, MD,
is Clinical Assistant Pro-
fessor Surgery, Universi-
ty of Illinois at Chicago
College of Medicine, At-
tending, Advocate
Lutheran General Hos-
pital, Park Ridge.  Dr.
Marecik completed a
general surgery residen-

cy at Chicago Metropolitan Group Hospitals
and a colon and rectal surgery residency at
Cook County Hospital.  He is board-certified in
both areas.  

John Park, MD, is Clinical
Assistant Professor of
Surgery, University of Illi-
nois at Chicago College of
Medicine, Attending, Ad-
vocate Lutheran General
Hospital, Park Ridge.
Dr. Park completed a gen-
eral surgery residency at
the University of Illinois
and a colon and rectal
surgery residency at the

Mayo Clinic.  He is board-certified in both.  

Herand Abcarian, MD, is
Turi Josefsen Professor, De-
partment of Surgery, Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chica-
go College of Medicine.Dr.
Abcarian attended Tehran
University School of Medi-
cine; he completed a gener-
al surgery residency at
Cook County Hospital,
where he also did a colon
and rectal surgery residen-

cy.  He is board-certified in general surgery and
colon and rectal surgery.  

Topics Include:  Low Rectal Cancer—Can We
Avoid Permanent Colostomy? Laparoscopic Colon
and Rectal Surgery, Robotic Colon and Rectal
Surgery, and Low Rectal Cancer—Robotic Technol-
ogy.

Learning Objectives
l Provide a brief overview of sphincter sparing
techniques in colorectal cancer cases.
l Discuss application of laparoscopic techniques in
contemporary treatment of colorectal pathology.
Introduce the audience to robotic technology and
its application in colorectal surgery.
l Discuss the application of robotic techniques de-
signed specifically for the treatment of lower rectal
cancer.

Chicago Medicine, February 2008 
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Negotiating Physician Employment Agreements
Saturday, March 29, 10:30 a.m.  to 12:30  p.m.

Terrell J. Isselhard, Esq.,
is equity partner in the
Chicago-based health law
firm of Chuhak & Tecson,
PC.  Mr. Isselhard concen-
trates in the areas of
health law and income
tax, estate tax and busi-
ness planning for closely
held corporations and
their owners. He has es-
tablished a national prac-

tice representing physicians, physician organiza-
tions and other health care providers in the forma-
tion and operation of professional corporations,
physician networks, management service organi-
zations, joint ventures with related health care
providers, professional licensing, credentialing,
medical staff, Medicare and Medicaid, peer review,
fraud and abuse, antitrust and prohibited referrals,
practice structuring, mergers and acquisitions, dis-
ability insurance, employment law and other legal
issues impacting physicians. 

Course highlights
l The legal and business issues a resident
needs to consider when seeking employment

for the first time.
l Employment opportunities for residents
with any of the following entities:
--Independent physician group practices 
--Hospitals 
--Within their own independent solo prac-
tices (hospitals may subsidize their initial
years in order to establish their practices in
the community). 
l Provisions of the Employment Agreement: 
--Term or length of time of employment.
--Methods of compensation.
--Employee benefit programs.
--Reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses
(such as relocation, CME, etc.).
--Reasons for termination of employment by
the physician or employer.
--Payments due physicians upon termina-
tion of employment.
--Malpractice insurance and who should be
responsible for paying the premiums during
and after termination.
--Non-competition provisions relating to
whether physicians can remain in the commu-
nity and practice medicine once they terminate
employment with an initial employer.
--Whether there are ownership opportuni-
ties in the organization the physician will be
joining.  If there are such opportunities, what are
the terms and cost?

MCC PROGRAM OVERVIEW (continued)

www.cmsdocs.org
The Chicago Medical Society 

proudly announces a new 
Website for you, the members.  
We have added online blogs 

and forum sections to increase 
our communication.



LEARNING ABOUT THE LATEST MEDICAL
practice management advances used to require
significant time away from your practice or giving
up your personal time off for specialized meetings
and seminars.  Thanks to ISMS, you are now able
to participate in such activities while seated at
your very own computer.  In the coming months,
ISMS will be expanding its selection of online edu-
cational opportunities through a series of “Webi-
nars.”   The programs are offered at no cost to
ISMS and CMS members. All you need to partici-
pate is a computer with an Internet connection and
a telephone.  Visit www.isms.org to learn more about
the following events or to sign up. 

April 3, 2008
Medicaid Billing Tips, Illinois Department of

Healthcare and Family Services
Speaker TBA

Noon – 1 p.m.

June 5, 2008
Springfield Legislative Update

Jim Tierney, ISMS
Noon – 1 p.m.

Aug. 7, 2008
Managing Physician Stress

Martin Doot, MD
Noon – 1 p.m.

Oct. 2, 2008
Compliance Issues

Speaker TBA
Noon – 1 p.m.

Dec. 4, 2008
Current Legal Issues
Rob Kane, JD, ISMS

Noon – 1 p.m

Participation is open to all ISMS members and
your practice management staff.

Medicare Gambit
Federal lawmakers felt the pressure to do some-
thing about Medicare in the final days of 2007, but
could not reach agreement on how best to deal
with the perennial threat to physician Medicare re-

imbursements. Instead of applying a one or two
year patch as has become the pattern in recent
years, members of Congress chose to shore up
funding for a few months and delay the core de-
bate on how to fix Medicare’s broken reimburse-
ment formula.  On July 1, doctors will again face a
10% cut unless Congress can work out an agree-
ment soon. 

ISMS is working with the AMA to assure that
Illinois’ congressional delegation knows doctors
demand a permanent resolution to this problem.
Of course we also need you to reach out to your
U.S. senators and representatives, but now more
than ever, physicians must also engage their pa-
tients.  Medicare recipients and their families must
call on lawmakers to make the hard choices to do
what is right and assure access to medical care.
ISMS wants to make it easy for you to talk to your
patients about this issue. ISMS members can re-
quest a patient education poster with information
on how to contact members of Congress.  To order
a poster and tear off sheets for your office call
800/782-4767 ext 2423.

Save the date
The ISMS annual House of Delegates meeting will
take place April 11-13 at the Oak Brook Hills Mar-
riott Resort in Oak Brook, IL. All ISMS and CMS
members are welcome to attend.  No-cost CME
programming will be offered on Saturday and
Sunday, dealing with deep vein thrombosis, med-
ical quality, and covering the uninsured.  Further
details on how to sign up to attend the CME ses-
sions will come your way soon. 

Your participation is crucial
CMS strongly urges all delegates and alternates to
attend the Annual Meeting of the ISMS House of
Delegates in April.  Strong numbers and active
participation are essential to maintaining CMS’ in-
fluential position within the statewide organiza-
tion.  Be there to represent CMS.  You owe it to
yourself and your colleagues.  

Please call Joy Tapias at (312) 670-2550, ext. 322 to
confirm your attendance.

Deadline for resolutions is Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2008.  

ISMS UPDATE

The times, they are a-changin’…
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STUDENT DISTRICT UPDATE

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR LIFE FOLLOWING
medical school was the focus of a recent
social/networking event that included instruction
in the art of political persuasion and tips on get-
ting into residency.      

Highlights of the Student District gathering, held
in January at Rock Bottom Brewery, included advice
from members of the Chicago Medical Society’s’
Resident District on applying for residency and
what to expect from the various programs.  More
than 100 students attended, representing six of the
Chicago-area’s six medical schools. ISMS represen-
tatives Kate Jarvie and Erin O’Brien described what
every doctor should know in “How to Lobby.”

Following the presentations, both students and
residents said they felt better informed and more
comfortable with approaching legislators.  Addi-
tionally, they said they expected to be able to play
a greater role in the Society and at their schools.
Many responded that they plan to participate in

both the state and national lobby days this spring. 
Students were pleasantly surprised by the atten-
dance of a Kaplan Test Prep representative, who
raffled off a Kaplan Q-Bank.  

The next student meeting will be Sat., Feb. 23, at
10:00 a.m.  For more information, please contact Jen-
nifer Cox at (312) 670-2550, ext.324. 

Medical Students get lesson in lobbying

Chicago Medical Society Student District members,
from left: Marin Hinzpeter, M1, and Matthew Bai, M1,
Chicago Medical School; and Nicole Patino, Medical
Student District Treasurer, University of Illinois.

Postal Statement of Ownership
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Highly Rated by A.M. Best • Endorsed by Medical Societies • www.apassurance.com

Come Back Now...
Get Tail Coverage Credit

With American Physicians, you can go home again. We’re welcoming back doctors who were insured with us in
the past by giving you credit for your previous years of coverage. This will apply toward the five years required to
receive free tail coverage upon retirement. It’s as if you never left!

Dependable Coverage, Competitive Rates, Superior Value

In addition to the credit you gain from our Welcome Back! program, you will enjoy all the benefits of American
Physicians’ standard-setting coverage:

• Reliable, uninterrupted coverage since 1996 

• Committed to Illinois physicians

• Consistently competitive rates

Don’t Miss Out . . .

Your welcome will never wear out at American Physicians, but this 
Welcome Back! program is only available for a limited time. To ensure 
that you get credit for your past coverage, call 1-800-748-0465 now.

• 33% higher annual aggregate limits

• Free on-site risk management assessment ($1,500 value)

• Claims-free discounts of up to 15%



COMMUNICATE WITH CAPITOL HILL

WOULD YOU LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO
speak in person with your members of Congress
about how the Medicare physician payment situa-
tion and the problem of the uninsured affect your
patients and you?

Make your voice heard at the AMA National
Advocacy Conference, April 1–2, at the Grand
Hyatt Washington Hotel in Washington, DC. At-
tendees will learn from insiders about the political
climate surrounding medicine’s priority issues on
Capitol Hill and how to communicate effectively
with lawmakers and the media. Following these
sessions, participants will meet with members of
Congress and their staffs.

Other events surrounding the conference include
the Dr. Nathan Davis Awards for Outstanding Gov-
ernment Service program, the AMA Foundation Ex-
cellence in Medicine Awards Dinner, and the AMA
Alliance Capitol Conference—Winter Session.

For more information, call (800) 621-8335; or go to
www.ama-assn.org.

Register now for AMA National
Advocacy Conference

Get proper care.

Know their appr oach
to protecting physicians.

Professional Liability Insurance & Risk Management Ser vices
Rated A- “Excellent” by A.M. Best • www .ProAssurance.com

There is a big difference in operating 
philosophy among medical malpractice 
carriers. With some, defense against 

claims may be half-hearted at best. Many 
good physicians have been hurt by frivolous 

lawsuits when their good work went undefended 
in favor of quick-? x settlements. Clearly, this does

not serve you or the profession well. 

For more information, please call 
our staff at 312/670-2550.

ProAssurance Group has led in 
defense of physicians for over a 

quarter of a century. Our strong 
record of personalized service 

and number of cases tried to 
verdict are testaments to our 
long-term commitment: to help 

good physicians keep practicing 
good medicine.

What level of attention do you
want if defense is needed? 
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Office/building for
sale/rent
INTERNAL MEDICINE POSITION AVAIL-
able now and July 2008.  Near Chicago and
western suburbs.  H-1B, J1 or other, all appli-
cants invited.  Good private practice benefits,
salary.  Fax resume to (630) 789-3420; will call
to schedule an interview.  

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUILD A MED-
ical practice? Medical offices available in a
great location!  Only ten minutes from down-
town Chicago, close to Bucktown area by
Chicago and Damen.  For more options and
details, call Virginia at (312) 543-8343 (cell); or
fax (630) 574-1559. 

WELL-ESTABLISHED, NEWLY REDECO-
rated clinic fully equipped with ER and Lab. Lo-
cated on Butterfield Rd., close to Elmhurst Hos-
pital.  Owner had to retire due to illness.  Rea-
sonably Priced.  Must sell as soon as possible.
Space 2,500 sq. ft.  Fax inquires to (708) 202-6611.

680 N. LAKE SHORE DR. OFFICE SPACE—
$20 per sq. ft.; 2000 or 2600 sq. ft.  Bargain price!
Act now.  Call Carl (312) 664-1877, ext. 224. 

THREE SOUTHWEST SUBURBAN BUILD-
ings have 440 to 3,500 square feet of office
space, ideal for medical offices. Will build to
suit. Call (708) 594-3576. 

Personnel wanted 
IDEAL FOR MOONLIGHTING! PRIMARY
care physician or dermatologist wanted for
outpatient dermatology clinic. Occasional Sat-
urday mornings, convenient suburban Chica-
go location. Fax resume (847) 843-0281. 

PHYSICIANS, STOP WORKING 55-80
hours a week! Mobile Doctors seeks physi-
cians to make house calls to the elderly and
disabled. Seeking one part-time and one full-

time physician. Practice primary care with pa-
tients who really appreciate you.  No night or
weekend work. A company car and certified
medical assistant are provided. Take your
time practicing medicine without a waiting
room full of patients. Fax CV to Michele at
(312) 640-4496; or call (312) 617-2096; or mail
CV to Mobile Doctors, 1229 N. North Branch
#210, Chicago, IL 60622. 

BUSY FAMILY PRACTICE CLINIC IN
Chicago looking for general practice/family
practice physician and nurse practitioner to
work part-time or full-time.  Send resume to:
Dr. Montenegro, 4039 W. Armitage Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60639.  Call (773) 227-2040. 

OUTGOING, ENERGETIC, BILINGUAL
(Spanish) board-certified family practice MD
and pediatrician to join our dynamic team
serving the Hispanic community.  Will out-
beat any employer package! Contact Kim (708)
656-5230; email to kamelyrivera@msn.com.  

ANESTHESIOLOGIST WANTED FOR
gynecology family planning surgical outpa-
tient facilities in the Chicagoland area.  Full-
and part-time positions, four- or six-hour
shifts and Saturdays-only shifts available.
Residents welcome.  Malpractice insurance
available.  No night call. Please send resume
to: Attn: Administrator, 1640 N. Arlington
Heights Rd., Suite 110, Arlington Heights, IL
60004; or fax to (847) 398-4585. 

FAMILY PHYSICIAN TO WORK AT
4242 W. Armitage Ave., Monday, Wednesday,
Friday. Please call Virginia (312) 543-8343. 

CHICAGO—HOME PHYSICIANS IS AN
innovative multi-specialty practice focused on
house calls to the elderly homebound. We are
looking for BE/BC primary care physicians to
join our team of over 30 medical staff. Our
business model allows you to practice medi-
cine without the headaches of hospital

rounds, exhausting call schedules, or the
stress of running your own practice.  Home
Physicians is a leader and an innovator in
house calls, visiting over 250 patients per day,
and utilizing an EMR system.  We offer excel-
lent compensation with productivity bonuses,
comprehensive malpractice insurance with
tail coverage, and company cars for patient
visits.  For more info, please contact Scott
Schneider at (773) 292-4800 or send CV to 
sschneier@homephysicians.com or www.home-
physicians.com. 

Business Services 
LOW-COST BLOOD TEST. CHOLES-
terol only $5.  Other tests at discount prices.
Send your patients. We draw blood, do tests,
fax results.  UNILAB, Oak Park. Phone (708)
848-1556.  Web: www.LowCostBloodTest.org.

PERFECT MEDICAL TRANSCRIBING
Service—we serve a full range of transcription
services.  From tapes, Internet, physician and
electronic signature and HIPAA audit logs.
We feature 24 by 7 support and interface ex-
pertise with cost-effective verifiable units of
pricing.  Lee Perfect Transcribing: (800) 881-
2468 or lee@leeperfect.net. 

MEDICAL BILLING, INSURANCE FILING,
for the highest collection in the shortest time.
Over 23 years’ experience. Don’t delay, call
today: (630) 497-1730.  LNJ Automated Data
Services, 1342 Laurel Oaks Dr., Streamwood,
60107. www.lnjbilling.com. 

LEGAL/COMMERCIAL ASSISTANCE—
Experienced trial attorney and firm provide
legal services in diverse areas including
IDFPR reporting, licensure, and discipline;
credentialing; litigation; employment issues;
and commercial real estate.  For consultation,
please call Thomas J. Koch, JD, Pugh, Jones,
Johnson & Quandt, PC (312) 768-7814; (630)
776-1968 (cellular); email: tkoch@pjjq.com;
Website: www.pjjq.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS



5333 S. Laramie Avenue
Suite 203
Chicago, Illinois 60638-7100

P.O. Box 388320
Chicago, Illinois 60638-8320 

TOLL FREE: 800-345-7676
TELEPHONE: 773-767-4600
FAX: 773-767-8320

EMAIL: ANNETTE@MARCAINDUSTRIES.COM

DONNA@MARCAINDUSTRIES.COM

WEB: HTTP://WWW.MARCAINDUSTRIES.COM

MARCA®

is your
partner in success

MARCA
IInndduussttrriieess,, IInncc..®®

THE PREEMINENT REIMBURSEMENT

SPECIALISTS SINCE 1976

MARCA® PUTS  MORE MONEY IN YOUR POCKET
WITH ITS REIMBURSEMENT SUPPORT TEAM!

Marca, located in Chicago, has proven for
three decades  that it can achieve maximal
reimbursements  for all health care organizations,
less expensively, with less stress, and more net
financial return, than can be done independently.

IN YOUR OFFICE using our secure HIPAA 
compliant Virtual Private Network via the Internet
and/or IN MARCA'S FACILITY (out of your office)
handling your entire billing and follow up.

Look at our website: www.marcaindustries.com 
then put us to the test. Massive University Medical
School or individual practitioner, we can and will
prove to your satisfaction that our comprehensive
sophistication and team approach makes more
money for you.

NNoo CCoosstt
EVER FOR

SOFTWARE UPDATES

You do not need to 
wait for a crisis. 

Marca knows how to take
over responsibility.

EExxcclluussiivveellyy
ENDORSED BY 
THE CHICAGO

MEDICAL SOCIETY
SERVICE BUREAU

SINCE 1980

CALL THEM FOR 
REFERENCES AT 
312 670-2550

CCaallll AAnnnneettttee oorr DDoonnnnaa aatt 777733 776677--44660000//880000 334455--77667766

eemmaaiill uuss aatt aannnneetttteecc@@mmaarrccaaiinndduussttrriieess..ccoomm
oorr ddoonnnnaa@@mmaarrccaaiinndduussttrriieess..ccoomm


